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when the Loan Bill was considered, I did
not consider the construetion of this rail-
way as hopeless. Althongh a strong
supporter of the Government, T must say
I feel indignant at the manner in which
this House has been treuted by fhe
Asgsembly. All throngh the session the
sugpestions which we have made have
been treated as if they had emanated
from a lot of boys. We have been told
that we are a youthful lot. I feel rather
indignant at this, but do not think much
good is to be guined by keeping the con.
troversy going; thercfore, I hope the
proposition of the Colonial Secretary will
be carried. At the same time, I should
like to see some attention given by the
Assembly to the suggestions which come
from this House. Although we may be
a young House, we are willing to do the
best, we can. I do not blame the Govern-
ment, hut rather the members of the
Asgsembly. However, we shall do no
goud for owrselves nor for the Assembly
by creuting more friction; and I shall,
therefore, support the motion of the Hon.
Colonial Secretary.

Tue Hon. F. T. CROWDER: I move
that we report progress.

TrE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
8. H. Parker): I shall be only too
delighted to report progress if any reason
can he shown for deing so. We have o
very full House, and I believe every
member has expressed his views and is
not likely to change them. It scems to
me, therefore, that now 1s the begt time
to decide the question. I regret, there-
fore, I must oppose the motion.

Tux Hon. F. M. STONE: I think we
should report progress. Hon. wmembers
geem to be tired, and there is no necessity
to hurry the matter.

The commitice divided on the question
that progress be reported.

Ayes .. . 7
Noes 10
Majority ... .. 8

Aves. 1 Noks.
The Hon, R. W. Hardey The Hon. I}, K. Congdon
The Houn. S. J. Haynes i 'The Hon. E. W. Dnuvies
The Hon. J. E. Richardvou The Hou, C. E, Dempster
The Hon. E. Kohinson | The Hon. J. G. G, Foulkes
The Houn. H, J. Saunders | The Hon. J. W. Huackett
The Hon. F. M. Stoue . The Hon. Erucst Henty
fhe Hon, F, T. Crowder | The Hon. H. McKernan
{"eller)., The Hon. E. MeLarty
The Hon C. A. Piesze
The Hon. 8. H, Parker
{Tetler).

Motion negatived.
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Ter Hox. J. W. HACKETT : T move
that the gquestion be now put.

Question put and passed.

The committee divided on the question
that the words proposed to be struck out
stand part of the regclution,

Ayes 10
Noes ... 7
Majority ... 3

ATES, Noka.

The Hon. D). Congden

The Hoo. E. W. Duvies

e Hon. C. E, Dempster

The Hon. J. C. G, Foulkes

The Hon, J. W. Hackett

The Hon. Ernest Henty

The Hou, H, McKernan

The Hou. 5. MeLarty

The Hou. C. A, Picaso

The Hon. 8. H. Parker
(Tellor). .

Resolution agreed to and reported.
Ordered—That the resolution be trans-
nitted to the Legislative Assembly.

The Hon. F. T. Crowder
The Hon. R. W. Hardey
The Hon. J. E, Richardson
The Hou. E, Robinson
The Houx. H, J. Sunnders
The Hon. . M. Stone
The Hon. 8. J, Hoynes
{Taller).

ADJOURNMENT.
The Council, at 1020 o'clock p.m.,
adjourned until Friday, 22nd November,
at 7-30 pan.

Fegislatibe Fssembly,
Twesday, 20th November, 1894.

Opening of Tobacconists’ and Barbers' shopson Sunday
-—Medieal Bill: third reading—Closure of Streets in
Bunbury Bill : second reading ; in committee; third
reading—Elementary Bducation Act Amendment
Bill: considerntion of committee’s report; third
reading—Perth Waterworks Pure ill: 1 com-
mittee—Tmported Labour Regiatry Act Awendmment
Bill: sccoud reading: ndjourned debata; in cow-
mittee—Inscet Pests Bill: Message from Legislative
Council --Adjonrnment,

Tae SPEAKER took the chair at 4-30
pom.

PRAYERS.

QOPENING OF TOBACCONISTS’ AND
BARBERS’ SHOPS ON SUNDAYS.
Mer. WOOD, with leave without notice,
asked whether the Government were aware
that tobaceonists and harbers were allowed
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to open their shops on Sunday morning,
aud whether the opening of these shops
on Sundays was legal?

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAT, (Hon.
8. Burt) said that Clause 60 of the Police
Act provided that ¢ Every person, other
“than a chemist, druggist, or eating-
“house keeper, who shall trade ovr deal
“or keep open any place for the purpose
“of trade or dealing (the shops or houses
“of butchers, bakers, fishimongers, and
“ greengrocers until the hour of 10 in the
“forenoon, and of bakers and pastry
“cooks between the hours of 12 noon
“and 2 in the afternoon, respectively,
“ ouly excepted) on the Lord’s Day shall,
“on conviction, forfeit and pay for every
‘“such offence a sum not exceeding £5.”
Tobacconists’ and barbers’ shops, to which
the hon. member had referred, were not
exempted, and therefore were liable under
the clanse. At the same time he did not
think it was unusual for barbers’ and
tobacconists’ shops to open on Sundays
in other places. The question of sum-
marily closing them would be a matier
for consideration. :

MEDICAL BILL.
Read a third time, and transmitted to
the Legislative Council.

CLOSURE OF S'[‘]la?.FT}Ff‘TS IN BUNBURY
I d 1.
SECOND READING,

Tuwe COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Hon. H. W. Venn): Members
will notice that the Bill is a small one,
and its object is to close certain streets
in the town of Bunbury, necessitated by
the fact that the line of railway and the
new station building now cut off these
streets from the foreshore. The matter
has been represented to the Municipality,
and they have no objection whatever to
the streets being closed. It is only a
matter of form. T move that the Bill he
read o second time.

Motion put and passed.

Bill read a seennd time.

TN COMMITTEE.
The Bill passed through committee,
without comment.
THIRD READING.

The Standing Orders having been sus-
pended, the Bill was read a third time,
and transmitted to the Legislative Council.
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ELEMENTARY EDUCATION ACT
AMENDMENT BILL.

On the Order of the Day for the von-
sideration of the committee’s report, and
the question heing put, * That the amend-
went made by the committee b agreed
to,”

Mgr. CONNOR zaid, if not out of order,
he would move that the report of the
committec be considered that day six
months.

Tar SPEAKER said the hon. member
could rubnnit n motion to that effect when
the question was put that the Bill he
read a third time.

Mz, MORAN said he would support
the motion, if. put, merely as a protest.
He did not think the amendment made
in the Bill the other day was in accord
with the views of an absolute majority
of members.

The motion was not pressed; and the
report of the committee was adopted.

THIRD READING,

The Stauding Orders having been sus-
pended, the Bill was read o third time,
and transmitted to the Legislative Coun-
cil,

PERTH WATER WORKS PURCHASE
BILL,

IN COMMITTEE.

Clauses 1 to 5, inclusive:

Put and passed.

Clauge 6.—*If no such demand (for a
“ poll of the ratepayers) is made as afore-
*“said, or if upon a poll heing taken ax
“ aforesaid two-thivds of the votes of the
“persons on the municipal electoral list
“ for the time being authorise the enuncil
“to enter upon the proposed contract,
“the council may therenpon purchase
“the said waterworks and property, as
“ propnsed ™ :

Mr. A. FORREST thought members
would agree with him that, in any case,
it would be impossible to get two-thirds
of the ratepayers to agrec to the purchase
of anything, unless every ratepayer in the
city voted, beeause probably one-third
lived out of Perth altogether. He thought
if they provided for an absolute majority
to give their consent it would be quite
enough, without insisting upen two-thirds
of the ratepayers agreving. He moved,
as an amendment, that the words ' two-
thirds” be struck out, and that the
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words “a majority” be inserted in lien
thereof.

Mr. LEAKE said, when the Bill was
read a second time, this clause was
pointed out as one of the safeguards
which the citizens bad agamst the pur.
chase of these works being forced upon
them ; but now, after members had been
induced to vote for the principle of the
Bill, an attempt was made, without a
word of warniug, to take the backbone
ont of the Bill, He hoped the conunittee
would not agree to it. All he could say
was, 1f the amendmeunt were carried,
there would, of necessity, follow other
ameudments, and hy, himself, would be
prepared to submit some other provisions
in lien of this safeguard which it was
proposed to take away. He was perfectly
certain the result weuld be that the Bill
would not be passed this session —that
was, if the Government persisted in their
desire to prorogue Parlinment within a
few days.

Me. JAMES said that, in agrecing to
the sevond reading of the Bill, the House
affirmed the principle of giving the City
Council power to purchase these works.
Huving given the Council thut power with
one hand, they now asked the House
to take it wway with the other hand—
which would be the case if a two-thirds
vote was insisted upon. The Council de-
sired to throw the responsibility of pur-
chusing the works upon the ratepayers,
and they were anxious to afford the rate.
payers every reasonable protectiou; but
he would ask the committee whether it
was reasonable Lo insist upon two-thirds
of the ratepayers on the roll—not two-
thirds of the actual owmber voting, but
two-thirds of those whose names ap-
peared on the roll—voting in favour
of the proposed purchase befoie the
purchase could be made? Would not
the vote of o simple majority be suff-
cient protection to the citizens ¥ It would
be impracticable to get any proposal
carried out if they insisted upon two-
thirds of the ratepayers voting in ils
favour. A mere handful of malcontents
would knock the whole thing in the head.
It would not be se difficult to obtain a
two-thirds majority if all the electors
resided in Perth, but many of the rate-
payers did not live in Perth themselves,
and a good lot of them lived out of the
colony. These absentees were moatly
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men who had the cumulative voting
power in their hands; and, in their
absence, it would be manifestly unfair to
iusist upon two-thirds of the votes on
the roll being recorded in favour of the
proposition before the purchase could be
undertuken. I practically nullified the
very puwer which the House had given to
the corporation when it agreed to the
second reading of the Bill. He might
wlso point out that if a Board of Works
were appuinted to take over this property,
the citizens would have no voice in the
matbter at all. They wonld simply have
to find the money and look cheerful.

Mr. RANDELL said the clause was
introduced by whoever was responsible
for the drufting of the Bill, for the pur-
pose of safeguarding the 1uterests of the
community ot large. So far as he had
been uble to follow the histery of this
waterworks question, he suw nothing to
induce him at present to give the City
Council power to purchase them. They
had no information as to the value of the
works, or their stubility or efficiency, or
a5 to the astual cost of the works; and it
appeared to him that the Couneil itselt
at the preseut moment was to a large
extent in the dark. He thought it was
to be deprecated that at the very closing
hours of the sessionm a Bill of this im-
portance, involving the revenues of the
city for years to come, should he pressed
upon them, without an opportunity of
having that light thrown upon it which
might be expected from a nore pro-
tracted debate. He hoped the committee
would not agree to this amendment. For
himself he unhesitatingly said he wus not
prepared to entrust the City Council with
the purchase of these works, without the
fullest investigation and the concur-
rence of the general body of the rate-
pagyers.

Mr. A. FORREST said all he could
say was, if the commiltee was hot pre-
pared to agree to the amendment, he
would move that the Bill be read that
day six menths, becunse the Bill would
he utterly useless for the object it had
been introduced if this clause remained
as it now stood. The Bill would simply
he a dead letter if these works could not
be purchased unless iwo-thirds of the
votes on the electoral roll were recorded
in favour of it. There was bo such
thing as getting two-thirds of the electors



1510 Perth Waterworks
of Perth to record their votes for any
object. He was very sorry to hear the
hon. member for Perth (Mr. Randell),
who had himself occupied the position of
mayor, saying he would not trust the
City Council to purchase these water-
works., His (Mr, Forrest’s) opinion of
the members of the Counal, after two
years' experience, wus that they were
above suspicion. The works which they
carvied out, and all their actions, were
fully known to the public. There was
nothing underhand about anything they
did. The rutepayers had the remedy in
their own hands if they thought their
representatives did not do what was
right. He defied any member of that
House to suy onc word against the in-
tegrity of the City Counvil. He did not
think they were likely to abuse any
powers given to them. He would be very
sorry himself, representing as he did a
large amount of property, to sce any
beavy burden pluced upon the people of
Perth, if he thought it wus not in their
own interest. They were tied at present
by a certain agrecinent—one of the most
mfernal agreements, he called it, that
ever was drawn. He had had no hand
in the making of it, and when he was
first elected as Mayor of the eity, and
came to look into it, he wondered that
the people of Perth did not cry shame
upon those who bhad made such an agree-
ment.  Amongst other things it pro-
vided that for cvery £1 spent by the
company they were to receive £1 6s. 8d.
from the ecitizens; so that, according to
this agreement, they might have to pay
£220,000 for what was worth £165,000,
if they allowed the present opportumity
to slip. Owing to the depression in the
other colonies, where the people who now
owned these works lived, the City Council
Lad now o chance of buying the works at
a much lower rate than they would here-
after; and this was one reason why be
was anxious that the Council should have
the power to negotiate for their purchase,
Why should they refuse to give the Coun-
cil this power, if a majority of the rate.
payers agreed to it? Why should they
insist upon two-thirds agreeing to it? In
other matters, the voice of the majurity
decided. They did not want u two-thirds
majority in that House to carry anything ;
they were satisfied with o simple majority.
Why shouldn’t they have the same prin-
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ciple in this Bill? If the purchase of
these works, on udvantageous terms,
would he a bencfit to the citizens, why
should they prevent the Councll from
purchasing them, if o majority of the
citizens were agreeable? So far as he
was personally concerne !, he did not
think he would buy these waterworks at
all ; Lut be thought it was in the
interests of uveryone in Perth to see that
they were purchascd from the prescat
holders, if the present agreoment wus
binding upon the city. He bhad asked
the Attorney Generul, and offered hin a
large fee, if he could show the Council
any way out of the agreement, or point
out any flaw in it,

An Hon. Memsger : Bribery and cor-
ruption.

Mr. A FORREST said there may
have been bribery and corruption when
this agreement was drawn out; he did
not say anything about that. But he
had asked the Attorney General if there
was oo get oul of it, and he told him it
couldn't be done. What the Counil
now wanted was power to get out of this
bad bargain, and the only way they could
do s0 was to purchase the works them-
selves on hehalf of the vity. Bat if this
clause remawmed as it now stood, the
Council would never be able to purchase.

Mg. Lotorn : Why wus the clause put
in?

Me. A. FORREST said he never knew
it was in nntil the other night, when the
Bill came on for its second reading, and
he then said that it would have to be
altered, The City Council got the Attor-
ney General to uassist them in drafting
the Bill, and he was responsible for it
But this clause would simply make a
dead letter of the Bill.

Tun ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
S. Burt) said the hon. member who liud
just sat down had made some allusions
to him with reference to this Bill.  First
of all, he said the Attorney General
was responsible for the Bill. That was
a statement which he (the Attorney
Generul) could not accept. The Gov-
ernwent bhad nothing to do with the
Bill, nor had the Attorney General.
A gentleman named Mr. Burt had drafted
the Bil}, and My, Burt had dvue his best,
with the instructions before him, in the
interests of those who had employed him.
That was all he had had to do with the-Bill,
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He helieved the Mayor had paid him the
compliment of saying that it was a
splendid Bill. He did not know whether
the Mayor was right in saying that; but
he helieved the Bill was suitable for carry-
ing out its object, at any rate. The
game hon. member, referring to the pre-
sent agreement between the Council and
the company, said—he would nob repeat
the hon. member’s language—it was an
adjective agreement, and that he had
asked Inm (Mr. Burt), and offered him a
big fee, to show the City Council some way
of getting rid of the agreement. The hon.
member may have asked him the question,
but he certainly never gave him uny answer
—ong good reason being that the legul firin
he (Mr. Burt) belonged to vepresented the
company. If it was an iniquitous agrec-
ment, 50 far as the Council was concerned,
it secmed to be a pretty good one on the
side of the company. With regard 6o
the amendment, and the objection to a
two-thirds majority, it should be borne
in mind that it did not refer to two-thirds
of the pumber of rutepayers, but to two-
thirds of the votes. Some property
lholders had each four votes, whereas a
very large number of ratepayers had only
one vote; and it was the voles that wounld
count, and pot the number of persons
voting. TIf twenty men held four votes
etch, that would bhe equivalent to eighty
men with only single votes, and it would
require eighty-one single voters to give
them a preponderating vote over the
twenty four-voters.  Therefore, he did
not know but what there would be ample
protection for the ratepayers if they
reduced this two-thirds majority to a
gimple majority, seeing the number of
votes in the hands of the larger property
holders. He did not think, 1f these
property holders objested to the purchase,
it would be possible for the one-vote men
to carry it.

Mr. JAMES said, with regard to the
Bill itself, he never saw if, until the
second reading, or he would have objected
to this provision. He thought it would
be absurd for the House, with one hand,
to give the Council the power to purchase,
and, with the other hand, to tuke that
power away. LE members thought that a
simple majority would not give the rate-
payers sufficient protection, they mirht
add the words ** with ihe consent of the
Governor-in-Counwil.”
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Mg. ILLINGWORTH said the very
reason why he voted against the motion
of the hon. member for Greenough (who
opposed the second reading of the Bill)
waos because of the protection which this
clause, with its two-thirds majority, pro-
vided for the citizens. It had presented
itself to his mind in this way: that they
were not cuipowering the City Council to
buy, but empowering a very decided
majority of the citizens to buy, i they so
wished. If they were going to give the
corporation the power to purchasc these

‘works, in his opinion they ought not to

be allowed to purchase unless the rate-
payers were distinctly in favour of the
purchase. 'The persons who would be
mostly affected by the transaction would
be those who were largely interested
in property, the persons who had three
or four votes, and he did not think there
would be any great difficulty in getting
these persous to vote upon an important
question like this, affecting their pockets,
when £150,000-—he hoped it would uot
be more-—waa at stake, That sum repre-
sented the whole revenue of the city for
ten years.

Mer. A. Forresr: There is a special
rate.

Mg. ILLINGWORTH was aware there
was » speciul rate; and it was because
there was to be a special rate that he
thought the citizens should have a para-
mount voice in a question that so inti-
mately affected them. It he had thought
that this right of purchase was to be left
in the hands of the City Council, rather
than in the hands of u decided wajority
of the citizens, as provided by this clause,
he would uot have supported the second
reading of the Bill. It was all very well
to say that you could never get two-thirds
of the ratepayers o vote on any gquestion,
There might be a difficulty in getting
them to come to the poll when the gues-
tion was simply whether Jones or Brown
was the better man of the two; but the
question of the city purchasing works at
a cost of £150,000 was a question in which
every citizen ought to be interested. If
not, he thought it wonld be hardly fair
that thuse who were not sufficiently in-
terested to vote should be saddled with
respousibility and with taxation by the
vote of a bare majority. For these
reasous he must oppose the amend-
meit.
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Mr. A. FOREEST poiunted out that at
present the citizens were paying the
waterworks company between £4.,000 and
£5000 a year for the ordinary water
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supply of the city, and those who wanted |

more than their allowance paid them in
addition, so that the present income of
the company must be bebtween £6,000
and £7,000.  Therefore, if the City Coun-
«il conld buy these works for £150,000
or £160,000 they would not be making a
bad barguin, If they did not accept the
present offer he was informed, on the best
local authority, that if they did net pur-
chasc until the present agreement (which
was for 21 years) expired, the purchase
money would then meun abouat £300,000.
He could hardly say what he thought of
the men who had agreed to such a bar-
gain, which was all in favour of the con-
traclors, and nothing iv favour of the
Council. He wished, while he had the
honour of oceupying the position of

Mayor of the city, to be able to do some-

thing to put an end to this agrecment,
and make some other arrangement by
which the ratopayers would benefit.  How
any hody of men could have been a party
o such an agreement he could not under-
stand.

An Hon. Muemper: I suppose they
were “ squared.”

Mr. A. FORREST did not know
whether they were “squared” or not:
he lmew this - it was one of the most
infernal agreements that wis ever made,
and he appealed to the members of that
House to give the City Council power, if
they thought fit, and the ratepayers
thought fit, to extricate themselves from
such an agreement, and to make some
bargain that would be more advan-
tageous to the city.

Tue CHAIRMAN said although he
considered the existing agreement wus
one that deserved to be characterised by
a very strong adjective, he did not think
the hon. member should use the word
“infernal™; it was scarcely parliamentary.

Mr. WOOD intended to support the
mmendment, He thought it wag a pity
that the amendment of the hon. member
for the Greenough (on the motion for the
second reading) had not been carried;
the question then would bave come up in
another form. He thought the Govern-
ment would be the proper authority to
purchase these works; hut, as they did

. position to purchase.
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not seem to have any inclivation what-
ever to do so, he presumed the nest Dest
thing would be for the City Council to
undertnke the work. But it scemed
to him that unless the House adopted
the amendment, and did not nsist upon
a two-thirds majority giving their con.
sent, the coumeil would never be in a
Speaking from his

i own experience of municipal affuirs, ex-

tending over w good nuwny years, he felt
sure it would be impossible to get o
majority of twe-thirds of the ralepayers
on the roll to record their votes; there.
fore the Bill would be a dewd letter, if
passed in its present form.  On this
ground he supported the wmendment.
While he thought they ought to surround
the citizens with every safeguard, he at
the same iime did not consider it was
neeessary to hamper the council with
impracticable conditions, thus rendering
the Bill of no effect whatever.

Mz, LOTON said it appeared to him,
after listening to the various urguments
brought forwurd, there could Le no doubt
in the minds of members that it was
desirable that these waterworks should
be purchased and taken over from the
present owners for the benefit of the
citizens. The House, in fact, had agreed
upon {hat point already. As fo the

-appointment of o Board, he would have

preferred i Board himself; still, after
all, who were the parviies interested?
The rutepayers themselves. After their
experience of the very bad agreement
originally made, he hoped the voters
would rally up on this occasion, and
support the council. They had had a
pretty severe warning. They were now
paying an extortionate price for their
water, which was not of first-cluss quality,
and not always suflicient in quantity ;
and the sgoner they tnok some steps
towards purchasing the works, on the
best terms practicable in the interests of
the ecity, the cheaper and the betier
burgain they would be able to make, for,
as the populution of the city increased,
the amount of the rates would increase,
and the revenue derived hy the company
increase. 'Ihe more the value of properiy
inereased, and the more the rates mounted
up, the larger would be the income
of the company, under the present agree-
went ; therefore, the longer the citizens
delayed the purchase, the higher would
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be the price they would have to pay. It
appeared to him that, if this clause
passed as it stood, the Bill would be
inoperative. It would be practically
impossible to get two-thirds of the rate-
payers to go to the poll to give their
consent to the council purchasing. They
knew what apathy prevailed on these
OCCASIODS,
him wus this: they bad had suck a bad
example of the contract or bargain which
the council had made in reference to
these works in the past that he was loth
to entrust them with the same powers
aguin, Still, there secmed no other way
out, of the dificulty; and, as to the
amendment, he was inclined to think that,
80 long us the purchase could pot be
cffected without the consent of a majority
of the ratepayers, that would be suflicient
protection.

Me. A. FORREST said that, so far as
the City Council itself was concerned,
the council had no particular wish to
pwrehase; the only thing was, they
wanted Lo have the power to do so, iv the
event of their being able to obtain the
works on {avourable terms, and with the
concurrence of the ratepayers. If he
thought that one-third of the ratepayers
of the city were absolutely against the
purchase, so far as he was personally
concerned he would never bring the
proposal Forward.

Mr. SOLOMON thought the citizens
wonld be fully protected if the amend-
ment were adopted. It would be practi-
callv mmpossible to get a  two-thirds
majority of the ratepayers to support
any proposil. They simply would not
go to the trouble of recording their
votes. There was the greatest amount
of apathy among ratepayers in this
colony, and very little active interest was
taken in any question submitted to them.
They had an illustration of that recently
at Fremantle, in connection with the
proposed loan, when a test question was
made of the proposal to devoie £1,000
out of the loan for a certain purpose.
Very few ratepayers went lo the trouble
of recording their votes; and it would be
the same with this question of the water-
works. So loug as there was an absolute
majority in favour of the purchase, he
thought that would be ample protec-
tion.

Amendment put and passed.
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Mz. RANDELL wmoved, as a further
amendment in the same clause, that the
words * with the consent of the Guvernor-
in-Council” be inserted after the word
“thereupon.” He did so as a further
protection to the citizens, so that these
works conld ot be purchased without the
cousent of the Governor-in-Coundil, as
well as the coneurrence of o majority of
the ratepayers.

Mr. A. FORREST sid the City
Council would bave no objection to that.

Amendment put and passed.

Clause, s amended, put und passed.

Clause 7—Council empowered to bor-
row £200,000:

Mr. LOTON did not think it was
desirable to empower the corporation to
borrow so large a sum as £200,000.
Surely these waterworks were not going to
cost that much ?

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
8. Burt) pointed out that the wording of
the clause was “any sums of money not ex-
ceeding altogether the sum of £200,000.”
It might be necessary to extend the water
mains hereafter, the cost of which would
have to be defrayed out of this memey.
The ratepayers would have to approve of
the snm proposed {o be paid us purchase
money for the works.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 8 to 10, inclusive :

Put and passed.

Clause 11.— The provisious of any
« Municipal Institutions Act now or here-
“after to be in force relating to the sink-
“ing fund to be formed for the liquidation
“of any loan, the keeping of a separate
“ gecount thereof, and the andit thereof,
“and the repurchuse of the debentures,
“and to the appointment of a receiver or
“ receivers, shall, so far as such provisions
“ are applicable nnd not incounsistent with
“this Act, apply to the moneys to be
“raised under this Act and the interest
“ thereof, and the water rates, special
“rates, and other moneys upon which
“the debentwres issued under this Act
“are charged:”

Ter ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
8. Burt) said it had been sugmested by
the City Council that they wmight not he
able to provide a sinking f\lng and also
pay interest during the first few years
after borrowing the money, until the
revenue of the city increased. He there-
fore proposed to relieve thewm of the
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liability in respect of a sinking fund for
a period of five years after the first issue
of debentures. In the case of our public
loans, the sinking fund did not commence
for four years after the loan was raised.
The City Council desired to have five
years, and he had prepared an amend-
ment to that cffect, which he now moved.
It was to add the following at the end of
the clause : * Provided that the countri-
* butions to the sinking fund for the re-
“payment of the moneys raised wunder
*this Act shall commence five years from
*the date of the first issue of the deben-
“ tures, and vot before.”

Anendment put and passed.

Clause, as amended, aygreed to.

Clause 12.—How water rates are to
he applied :

Tre ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
3. Burt) moved, as an amendment, that
the following words be inserted after the
word “secondly,” in line 8: * subject
to the provisy of the last preceding
section.”

Amendment put and passed.

Tre ATIORNEY GENERAT (Hou.
8. Burt) moved, as a further amendment,
that the word * extending™ be inserted
before the word “ mazintaining,” in liue
13, 50 as to give the Council power fo
extend the works, as well as maintain
them, in the event of their purchasing
the works.

Amendment put and passed.

Clause, as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 13 to 16, inclusive:

Put and passed.

Schedules agreed to, with a consequen-
tial amendment.

Preamble anid title:

Agreed to.

Bill reported, with amendments.

At 6 p.m. M=. SpEakER left the chair.

At 730 p.m. Mr. Speaxer resumed the
chair,

IMPORTED LABOUR REGISTRY ACT
AMENDMENT BILL.

SECOND READING—ADJOURNED DEBATE.
Adjourned debate, vn the motion for
the second reading of the Bill, resuwed.
Me. B. F. SHOLL: With regard to
this Bill, T think the Govermneni could
very well have dispensed with it, and not
have introduced an important measure of
this Jdeseription in the present session.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Amendment Bill.

There has been no public demand for
this Bill. It was brought forward this
session simply because a guestion was
asked by a young member of this House,
the hon. member for Yerk, who is con-
tinually flying off at sowme particular
question, and has been himself ove of
the greatest siuners in the wholesale
importation of Chinese, but did not know
how to manage thewm. The Bill was
brought in last session to check the
influx of Chinese into this country, cansed
principally by the hon. member for York,
and by some of the Chinese here im-
porting their countrymen wholesale. The
present law, which restricts the importa-
tion to not more than one Chinaman for
every 500 tons of ship's register, is &
perfect check on Chinese immigration.
I have said before, and say again, that
those colonists who do not wish to exclude
Chinese ultogether ave, at the samc
time, not desirous that Chinese should
be introduced in such vumbers as will
undoly compete with our own people.
But they recognise that in certain parts
of the colony Chinese ave just us necessary
to the settlers as beasts of burden. The
Chingse undertake certain  avocations
which are not suitable to the European
race. It has been stated with regard to
the North that theve are plenty of native
blacks who will do the work—that state-
ment being made by a gentleman who
prefessed to Dbe conversant with the
North ; hut althongh I believe he has
heen in one of the Northern towns and
has truvelled up the coust. yet he has not
had any experience with regard to the
requirements of the Northern districts.
T am alluding to the hon. member for
York, and I belicve be was in Roebourne a
short time, and then went up to Kimberley,
I say it was quite unnecessary for the
Government to have introduced the pre-
sent Bill. There has been ne clumour
for it, no demand from the country. A
question was simply asked in this House,
withont any debate, whether the Govern-
ment intended to re-introduce the Bill
which was thrown out by the Legislative
Council last session. Before the Govern-
ment introduce & Bill of this kind, there
ought to be some expression of opinion
from the House or from the conutry.

Tug Premier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
‘We passed the Bill in this House last
session.
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Me. R. F. SHOLL: Yes; but it was
thrown out by wiser heads than we possess
in this House; and because the member
for York asked the Government whether
they intended to introduce the Bill again,
the Government, have brought it in with
some alteration. As to the title of the
Bill, w title more to the point would be
*“The Imported Labour Prohibition Act;”
for it is perfectly clear that under this
Bill no Chivese or Asiatic labour could
be or would be imported, except for
pearhng, T suppose, and even with refer-

cence to pearling, this Bill would he a
hardship, and would not be approved of
by the pearlers. One firm which imports
lahour for pearling has also a pastoral
station in the same locality, and during
certain months of the year, when no
peurling can he done, the firm employs
the labowrers in improving the carrying
capacity of the station, by coustructing
fonces and other improvements. This
Bill will not permit that firm to utilise the
imported labourers in this way. Ouly onc
firtn does that, so far as 1 know, but it is
the Lergest firm of employers in the pearl
fishery. The Bill alse requires that
before or immediately after the landing
of imported lubourers, they shall be vacc-
nated. That is a wise precaution; but,
since the small-pox scure, the vessels
trading with immigrants te Norvthern
purts bave enforced vaccination as a
necessary precanution on their own account.
Under this Bill, immigrants may be vacei-
nated before leaving Singupore, vet they
have to be vaccinated again after landing
in thiscolony. That is quite wnnecessary,
and may cause some opposition to the
meusure.  Looking round the House, and
seeing that nearly every Northern member
who is interested in the matier, except
the Attorney Generud, ig absent, I do not
wish to prolong this discussion; but I
will say that if the Government are not
satisfied, and individual members are not
sutisfied, with the reasonable provisious
already made for preventing an influx of
Chinese, they wish to ride this question
to death. If we were to deul with the
influx of Afghans, it would be of more
practical use than legislating further
against Chinese. Many of the Chinese
who come here are British subjects, and
1 question very much whether any Act
we way pass can exclude them from
coming into this British colony, without
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the consent of Her Majesty’s Secretary
of SBtate. But the Afghans are not
British subjects, wnd yet we are allowing
them to come into the country, to go any-
where over our goldfields, and also in
the towns. Thie Bill does not touch
them. Itdeals with those aliens on whom
we have ulreudy imposed severe restric-
tions. I meove, as an amendment, that
the Bill be read this day six months.

Mgr. MONGER: If cver the hon.
mieinher for the CGascoyne attewplted to
pay we o compliment, he did so this
evening, when he guid the honour of the
introduction of this Bill was attributable
to o question asked in this House by me.
He has said there bas been no public
outery on this question. I can tell him
that, when we were on the hustings, there
wus hardly o candidate in the elections
who did not pledge himself to support
some such measure as this, for prevent-
ing the reckless importativn of Chinese,
Afghons, and other aliens, T wdmit the
Bill; as originully brought in, was very
much at fault in not also preventing
Afghans and vther coloured races from
coming here in numbers, as they are
doing nader labour centracts, to persons
here of their own race. I hope the word
* labourer” will be so defined in the Bill
us to cover Afghans and other celoured
races. The hon. mentber for the Gas-
coyne was alse good enough to say T had
been one of the largest importers of
Chinese into this colony. I take this
opportunity of saying I never imported a
Chinaman in my life.

Me. A, Formrest: Your firm did.

Me. MONGER: What has that to deo
with me? I do not see how anyone can
throw such a stain on me. Itell the hon.
member for the Gascoyne it was the
one thing I wlways objected to, and I
shall always object to it; and perhaps it
is the largs experience I have had with
those gentry that has led e to the con.
clusion I have now formed. That houn.
member also said T did not know how to
manage them. I am very glad I do not
know, and hope I never will. The only
argument used by the member for the
Gascuyne against the Bill was that the
pearling industry cannot be carvied on
without imported cheap labour. I am
quite prepared to see a provision put into
the Bill for limiting the resirictions of the
Bill to every other portion of the eolony
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except the pearling districts, and to every
other industry except the pearling indus-
try. However, inmy opinion this is a mea-
sure which might well have been brought
on earlier in the session, and probably
had it not been for the lengihy argu-
ments we have sometimes listened to from
the hon. member for the Gascoyne, this
Bill would have gone through the neces.
sary stages earlier. We may be certain
that when it reaches another place it witl
not weet with the same fate as it did last
session. I fail to see how this House
can do any other thun carry this Bill in
its entirety, after the manner in which
hon. members voted on it last session,
when it was carried by a threefold
majority, and I think if we had a full
House to-night the Bill would be carried
by a still larger number.  Excepting the
hon. member for the Guscoyne, and per-
haps his Lrother, I think every other
member will full in with the ideas con-
veyed in this Bill, and support the second
reading.

The PREMIER (Houn. Sir J. Forrest) :
I really think the bon. member for the
(Gtascoyne can not have carelully read
this Bill, but has trusted {o his memory,
and is cunfusing it with some other Bill.
The fact remains that this Bill passed
through this House lust session, with
scarcely wny discussion vn the clauses
that are in it now, the discussion then
being in regard to some provisious that
have been now left out, and some new pro-
vigions which were proposed in committee,
One vew provision then proposed was 1o
reduce the tonnage limit from 500 to 200
tons of ship’s register.

Mz. R. F. Buory: That was in vefer-
ence to the Bill previously passed, and not
this Bill,

T PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) :
Howcever, this Bill passed through this
House without discussion, except in refer-
ence 1o some clanses Tugreed to leave out.
With thuse exceptious, the members re-
prescuting the North agreed to accept
the Bill ; and the only Lhing in the Bill
that particularly wffects the Northern
districts is that which was always intended
by the Imported Labour Registry Act,
but not enforced, namely, that the tm-
ported labourers must be returned to the
country from which they came, at the
expiration of their penod of service.
This Bill does away with the proviso in

[ASSEMBLY.]

Amendment Bill.

the Act, which was a weans of evasion,
and which stated that the omission of the
condition as to retwruing the labourer to
the place from whence he came should
not interfere with the contract. What
does the hon, member for the Gascoyne
want now? He wants the seftlers to be
allowed to import Chinamen as labourers,
and, baving got them here, to let themn
go where they like. The hon. member
does not wish to have cast on these
cmployers the obligation of veturning
the imported labourers to the country
from which they came. That is the
ouly provision in the Bill that is ad-
verse to the employer, hut there are
many provisions i it favourable to the
employer. A Chinuman imported under
contract must finish his ‘contract, and
must go back at the cend of the term,
unless he re-engages with his former
employer, or uuless he engages with a
new employer by consent of the former
employer. T think the pastoralists will
he gl.l.d te have this Bill, for although it
requures thewn to undertake to pay the
£10, or whatever the amount is, as
pussage woney for returning the labourer
to the country he ¢awe from, yet the Bill
is otherwise in favour of the employer,
by providing that the labourer must not
leave the hired service Dbefore the peried
expires, and then must return to his vwn
country, and that he must not engage with
any other employer, without the first
employer’s consent, after the period of
service has expired. The necessity for
such provisions was recognised last year,
by members vepresenting Northern
districts, when we discussed the Bill in
this House; for they felt that while the
Bill placed on employers an obligation
that was n.lwu,va intended, still there were
Lountenb.ilauuug provisions in favour of
employers who nuported labourers, while
also protecting the labourcrs.

Me. CONNOR: I support the second
reading of the Bill; bat had it not been
for one clause I sec in the Bill, I would
have felt bound to oppose it—that is
Chiuge 11. If this Bill could have
interfered with the pearling industry, I
wonld have opposed it ; but we want the
coantry for ouwr own people, and can do
without. any coloured labour, except for
the pearling industry.

Mr. H W. SHOLL: I am sorry to
say I cannot support this Bill. With
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reference to the hon. member for York,
he was, some years ago, wanager of an
estate belonging tv his firm, but he was
not up to the work of managing the
Chinese labourers on that estate. Thave
some idea this Bill will interfere with the
pearlers.  During the height of the
pearling season, the labourers live on
board their boats; but therve arve three or
four months daring which the boats
cannot be worked, One of the largest
firms engaged in the pearling industry
have a pastoral station, and put their
labourers on it when there is no pearling
to be done. Will this Bill prevent the
working of these men on shore in that
way ¥  During the hurricane season the
boats must go mnto shelter, and are these
men to be kept idle during that period ?
The firm I mention keep that station at
Roebuck Bay for theemployment of their
men in the hurricane season.  Will Clause
11 interfere with that ?

M=r. A. FORREST': As representing a
Northern district, I ain pleased this Bill
is again brought forward. 1 do not
think that even the Northerm memnbers
wish to introduce coloured lubour into
the colony. There are certain industries
in the North that must have coloured
labour, and this Bill provides fully for that.
Clause 11 provides that imported labourers
may work in the pearling industry, but
we say that when their period of service
is up they must be sent back. The hon.
member for Roebourne asks whether
these labonrers can be employed on land
during the willy-willy months. I do not
think there is unything in the Bill to
restrictk the employment of imported
pearlers on lund during that time, nor
wonld anyone object to these pearlers
being employed on a cattle or sheep
station during the time their boats are
laid off. I represent the pearling indus-
try in my division, and have been
returned. by the pearlers and settlers,
who are perfectly satisfied with the way
in which I represent them. A petition
from that district has been handed to the
Premier, and it asks that the importation
of Asiatic labour shall be restricted. I
do not think anyone seftled in the colony
wants to see Asiatics or Chinamen
brought in; but there are certain
industries which require imported labour.
I hope we shall agree, as far as possible,
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settled by any Asiaticrace. The pearling
industry must have Malays or Chinese,
some such lubour being absolutely neces-
sary ; but, baving provided for the pearl-
ing industry, we should wateh carefully
to sce that these men do not come South-
ward, where they are not wanted, for in
the Southern portion of the colony the
Chinese are a curse—the majority of them
are,. 'We admit they supply us with
certain things cheaper than Europeans
do, but we do not like the Chinese nmong
us and do not want them.

Mr. R. F. SHOLL: Referring to
Huneard, I find this principle was at-
tacked in the Bill last year, as recorded ut
page 851 ; and there was a division taken
on the second reading. The hon, mem-
ber for the De Grey spoke strongly
against the measure, though I find he did
not vote at all in the division. He
walked out of the House hefore the divi-
gion, as he usnally does. Those voting
against the second reading were Messrs.
Clarkson, Darlét, De Hamel, Phillips,
HB. W. Sholl, and R. F. Sholl.

Mr. SOLOMON : T shall support the
second reading. I think the Northern
members should also support it, and in
committee some addition might be made
to Clauge 11 "for securing what the
Northern members want. No member
representing a Southern district would
like to desd bardly with a Nerthern in-
dustry.

Mr. RANDELL: I quite agree with
the general prineiple that it is desirable
to limit the iwmigration of coloured
labour into the Southern parts of the
colony, at any rate; yet I think a great
deal of the langnage used in this debate is
extreme and somewhat misleading. It
should be remembered that Britain, as a
civilised nation, sent its ships of war to
open Chinese ports for trading purposes;
we have also sent some of our best men
to introduce our civilisation into their
midst; the British people continue to
spend large sums of money for the pur-
pose of Christianising and civilising the
Chinese; and yet we in this colony are
expressing great fear that we shall be
injured by the introduction of Chingcse
labonr. This seems to be contravy to our
boasted civilisation. No one can dispute
that there are among the Chinese some
excellent men, who are found useful in
various departments of labour, I aduout
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it is not desirable to have large numbers
of them among us, but we have restric-
tive legislation which will, I think, efiectu-
ally prevent that; and I certainly do feel
that we should consider what our own
people in other parts of the world have
been doing amongst these coloured races;
that the diplomacy of England and all
the skill and talent of British statesmen
in India are endeavouring to keep the
Afghans loyal to the British Crown, as
a buffer State between British Indin
and another great power which we think
has designs upon India, and which
designs we hope the Afghans will render
us considerable assistance in frustrating.
Then we should remember that many
of these coloured races are British
subjects. Natives of South Africa should
be British subjects. I do deprecate the
undure prominence that is given to the
prevention of some of these people, at
any rate, coming into our midst. I know
some Chinamen now in Perth who are
quite a credit to the coluny, by the way
in which they conduct themselves and
manage their business. I believe that in
Perth and other parts of the colony they
have undertaken important contracts;
and i we had not a number of these men
we should suffer considerably. It is not
to the credit of our European manhood
to fenr these coloured races as we do.
There is an element amongst them which
is not to the Lenefit of the community at
large. I know there are vices amongst
them which arc injurious to our civilisa-
tion; but there are not more black
sheep amongst them than there are
amongst Europeans. One of their viv.
tues is their patient and persistent
industry; also, inr many cases, their
obedience to the law of the land. I
am not going to oppose this Bill. It
to a certain extent safegunrds the interests
of the employers of coloured labour in
Northern districts. I find that Clause 11
does protect the pearling industry to a
considerable extent, and I hope that those
carrying on the industry may be enabled,
durig the hurricane season, to have their
labourers employed on shore. I do object
to the extreme tone which is often tuken,
not only by some hon. members in this
Housge, bub by persons ontside.  There are
two distinet sides to this question, and we
ought to be ahle to look on the one side
as well as on the other.

[ASSEMTLY.]

Amendment Bill,

Me. WOOD: I intend to support the
sccond reading, and I hope the Govern-
ment will introduce some provision speci-
wlly applicable to the circumstances of
the Northern parts of the colony, sav, to
apply Northward of a certain latitude,
hecause the conditions there are so differ-
ent from those m the South that the
employers of labour in the North caunot
de without imported labour either on
land or sea.

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
8. Burt) : T wonld like to poiut ont that
Clause 11 provides that *“ With the ex-
ception of the Inst preceding section ”"—
labourers to be vaccinated—* none of the
“foregoing provisions of this Act shall
“apply to labourers imported into the
“colony for employment in the pearl
** ghell fishery, and kept employed under
«contract in such fishery.” This provi-
sion is intended to exempt the pearling
industry and the men employed therein,
s0 long as the men are bond fideemployed
in the fishertes ; and, of course, if the men
weve landed, say, at Cossack or Broome,
the fact of having to go on shore would
be nene the less an employinent in the
fishery ; but if the men were sent out to
a pastoral station, I do not know that it
could be said they were being employed
in the fishery, if they were kept on the
station over a month or two, during
the hwrricane seagon. But that diffi-
culty can be met by an amendment
providing for the temporary employment
of labourers on shore, and such tem-
porary employment can be made subject
to regulations, providing that labourers
in the pearling industry wmay be em-
ployed at a station on shore for a month
or two, under some guarantee that they
shall he returned to the pearling ground
within a certain time. The employer
in cach caze might be required to enter
into a boud of £10 u day that he would
return the men to the pearling ground
within 2 certain time. Of course if
employers got their men to a stution a
hundred miles away, the men might run
awwy, and the Act would he defeated.
What we seek to do fu this Bill is to
make effective in every vespect the Chinese
Immigration Restriction Act; for, so
long as Chinese can be imported under
the existing conditions, there is a chance
that the Act may be evaded. These men
are brought in now to the nnmber of



TImported Labour Act

seventy or eighty a year, at least, and
every one of them might become absorbed
in the population ; therefore it might be
urged that we had not got vur legislation
on o par with that of other colonies for
the rvestriction of Chiuese immigration,
becanse they were being regularly im.
ported into the Northern districts, and
might gradually percolate Southward.
The Northern settlers canvol but sce the
justice of the contention that, while this
House consents to the importation of
coloured labourers for Northern industries,
it should leave no loophole through which
these men may get into the Sounthern
parts. The object of the Bill is to pre-
vent that, by providing that as scon as a
coloured immgrant wants to go on his
own account,after having served his period
of engagement, hc must then be sent
back by his employer to the country
from which that labourer came; and in
that way this Bill will more effectually
carry vut the intention of the existing
restrictions on Chinese immigration,
With regard to Afghans, and such like
persons coming into this colony, it would
not effect the object to include them in
this Bill, because they are not included
in the existing statutes which restrict
immigration. Afghans or others not
ineluded in the existing restriction can
come in as they think fit, and they may
defeat the provisions of the Imported
Labour Registry Act by not coming here
under contract of service.  They could
enter into a contract when they got here;
and as only men of their own race import
them into this colony, that would be the
policy they would pursue for evading the
Act.  Thercfore, unless we restrict the
coming of these races, as we have re-
stricted the Chinese, I do not see that
it would serve any purpose to include
them in this Bill.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

Tur ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
8. Burt) moved that the Speaker do
leave the chair, and the House resolve
itself into & committee of the whole to
consider the Bill

Me. R. F. SHOLL: I hope the Gov.
ernment will not insist on the House
going into committee on this Bill to-
night, when so many members who are
interested in the subject are not present.
I do not think it is creditable on the part
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of the Government to try and rash
through committee a Bill affecting the
Northern part of the colony, when many
members are absent. I protest against
the Bill being tuken in committee to-night.

Trae PREMIER (Hon. Siv J. Forrest) :
This is o very small Bill, and, excepting
one or two mabters not now in the Bill,
this measure passed through committee
last year without discussion, in the pra-
sence of all the Northern members. T
cannot find that anything was said, in
committes, on the first nine claunses, except
by myself. One or two clauses, objected
to, were struck ont at my suggestion, I
think we might well go into committee
on the Bill now.

Mz. R. F. SHOLL: T feel it is abso-
lutely useless to oppose the motion for
going into committee, seeing the large
power the Government have at their back.

Quastion put and passed.

IN COMMITTEE.

Clauses 1 to 10, inclusive :
Agreed to.
Clange 11 —Application of Act to

Jabourers in pearl shell fishery :

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
8. Burt) moved, as an amendment, that
the following words be added to the end
of the clause :—* or in temporary employ-
“ment on shore, according and subject
“to the Regulations made under this
“Act” He said this provision would
enable labourers imported for pearling to
be employed on a pastoral station or in a
town during the hurricane months, and
thus be a convenience to employers in the
pearl fisheries. ‘The Regulations to he
made for the purpese would be framed
by the Government, and would fix the
period during which such employment on
shore should be permitted.

Me. ILLINGWORTH hoped the
Regulations would he sufficiently restric-
tive to ensure that the lubourers should
get back to the pearling. He hoped the-
Regulations would be so stringent that
the Chinese wounld not be able to scatter
themselves through the country, and
become a nnisance in Southern districts.

Amendment put and passed.

Clause, as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 12 and 13

Agreed to.

Schedule:

Agreed to.
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Preamble and title:
Agreed to.

Bill reported, with an amendment.

INSECT PESTS BILL.
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL'S AMENDMENT,
The following Message was delivered to

and read by Mr. Speaker :—
* Mr, Speitker,
“With veferenee to the Legislative

[COUNCIL.]

|
|

* Assembly’s Message No. 42, disagreeing

“ to the nmendment made by the Legisla-
“tive Council in * The Tnsect Pests Bill,
“the Legislative Council acquaints the
“ Legislative Assembly that it insists on
“the said amendment.
“ G £0. SHENTON,
“ President,

“ Legislative Council Chamber, Perth,

“20th November, 1894.”

Schedule showing the Amendment made by
the Legislative Council in ** Phe Insect
Pests Bill.”

On Page 2, Clause 3, line 5.—Between
“may " and ‘ without,” insert “on
producing his appointment in writ-
ing.”

C. Ler STEERE,
Clerk of the Conneil.

Ordered —That the consideration in

committee of the foregoing Message be

made an Order of the Day for the next
sitting of the House.

ADJOURNMENT.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
moved that the House, at its rising, do
adjourn until Thursday, 22nd November,
at half-pust seven o'clock, pm.

Question put and passed.

The House adjourned at 8:38 o’clock,
p.m.

Pharmacy and Poisous Bill.

Tegislatibe Council,
Thursdey, 22nd November, 1854,

Subiaco platform : cost of Pharmacy and Poisons Bill :
commiftee; third reading —Medical Bill: second
rewding ; committee— Bunbury Street Closure Bill
comniltce —Elementary Eduention Act Amendment
Bill: seeond rending ; committee; third reading-—
Perth Waterworks Purchase Bill: first reading -
Imported Labour Registry Act Amendment Bill:
first rending— Adjournment.

Tag PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G.
Shenton) teok the chair at 7-30 o'clock
pm.

PrAYERS.

SUBIACO PLATFORM, CO8T OF.

Tae Hown. J. €. G. FOULKES asked
the Colonial Secretary the cost of the
present railway platform at Subiaco.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hen.
S. H. Parker): The old station platform
at North Premantle was taken down and
remaved to Sebiaco, and additional length
added to it. The removal and cost of
additions wag covered by the sum of £160.
The Railway Department cannot, without
longer notice, give the cost of the old
platform,

PHARMACY ARD POISONS BILL.
IN COMMITTERE.

Clauses 1 to 3 passed.

Clause 4—Commencement of Act:

Tue Hown. E. HENTY: I have been
asked to move, by some of those interested
in this Bil), that it shall be allowed to
come into operation on the lst January
next, instead of on the st March. I
therefore move that the word “Mareh”
be struck out, and “ January ™ he substi-
tuted.

Tar COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
8. H. Parker) : This Bill was brought in
at the request of the chemists and drug-
gists, and this date has been fixed by them.
I imagine certain things have to be done
before this Bill can be brought into opera-
tion, and two months will not be teo long
for the purpose. I hope, therefore, the
amendment will not be pressed.

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause agreed Lo,

Clauses 5 to 12 agreed to.



